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June 2026

The Board of ICOMOS Aotearoa met on 6 June 2026.  
We acknowledge and celebrate two important recent appointments in the heritage space:
· Dean Whiting’s appointment as Chief Executive of Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga
· James Blackburne’s appointment as President of the NZ Institute of Architects

Highlights from the board meeting

ICOMOS Research Scholarships
ICOMOS ANZ has recently funded two researchers to undertake research on topics of relevance to the heritage community.  This work is complete.  We deeply appreciate the support of Matthews and Matthews for contributing funding to these scholarships.
The key outcomes of each scholarship are:
· Scholarship One: Heritage Protection Legislation Nationally and Internationally
The international evidence strongly supports strengthening, not weakening, NZ's heritage protection framework. The findings of this report demonstrate that there are evidence-based pathways for reforming heritage protection in New Zealand that align with international best practice while respecting our unique context and without restricting the supply of new buildings.
· Scholarship Two:  Heritage, Economics and Sustainability 
This research has established a comprehensive framework for understanding the intersection of heritage conservation, economics, and sustainability by synthesising findings from 55 references. The study identified 29 distinct criteria organised into four primary thematic areas: environmental sustainability, economic sustainability, social resilience, and seismic resilience. This systematic mapping demonstrates that heritage conservation is a vital component of global sustainable development, aligning directly with Sustainable Development Goals.
The detailed reports and supporting information have been uploaded to the ICOMOS ANZ website at https://www.icomos.org.nz/research-reports.

Reflections on the development of the 2025 ICOMOS Gunma Declaration on Heritage Ecosystems
Board member Simon Kieser has authored a paper in the International Journal of Cultural Property:
Keiser, S.  2026.  “Critical Reflections on the Development of the Gunma Declaration on Heritage Ecosystems: Challenges, Contradictions, and Opportunities for Indigenous Peoples.” International Journal of Cultural Property 33 (2026) 
https://doi.org/10.1017/S0940739126100332.

This recently published commentary reflects on the development of the 2025 ICOMOS Gunma Declaration on Heritage Ecosystems and examines its implications for Indigenous Peoples, heritage governance, and the implementation of human rights-based approaches within the World Heritage system. 
The article welcomes the Gunma Declaration as an important and potentially transformative development. For the first time within the World Heritage system, Indigenous Peoples, the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), and natural heritage are explicitly recognised within discussions surrounding heritage authenticity and heritage ecosystems. The Declaration also recognises the interconnected relationships between peoples, culture, nature, and intangible heritage, helping to bridge longstanding divisions within global heritage governance. 
At the same time, the article highlights a number of challenges observed during the Declaration’s development process. These included the absence of Indigenous representation within the symposium drafting structures, limited early recognition of Indigenous Peoples and UNDRIP within draft texts, and broader tensions concerning Indigenous participation, recognition, and self-determination. The commentary argues that these challenges are not unique to the Gunma process but reflect wider structural issues that have characterised heritage governance frameworks for many years. 
Several lessons emerging from the publication may be relevant to ongoing implementation of the 2023 ICOMOS General Assembly resolutions relating to Indigenous Peoples, human rights-based approaches, climate change, and participation:
· Indigenous inclusion is strongest when Indigenous Peoples are involved from the outset of decision-making processes rather than consulted after key frameworks have already been developed. 
· Meaningful implementation requires more than formal commitments. Institutional structures, governance arrangements, and practical support mechanisms are necessary if resolutions are to translate into practice. 
· Indigenous issues should not be siloed solely within Indigenous-focused groups. Meaningful implementation requires engagement and responsibility across the wider organisation. 
· Human rights-based approaches are strengthened when Indigenous Peoples are recognised as self-determining rights-holders rather than stakeholders alone. 
· Heritage governance frameworks benefit from recognising the interconnected relationships between peoples, culture, nature, heritage, and place. 
The publication reinforces observations raised in the 2026 IHWG Survey Report, the 2025 Fact-Finding Report, and the 2025 Participation Plan regarding Indigenous attendance at the GA2026, highlighting the gap that can emerge between institutional commitments and practical implementation. Together, these findings suggest that the central challenge is not simply how to encourage Indigenous participation, but how institutions can demonstrate ongoing relevance, accountability, and practical support for Indigenous priorities. 
The Gunma Declaration represents an important step forward. However, its long-term significance will depend upon whether its principles are translated into governance practices, institutional reforms, and meaningful implementation pathways that advance Indigenous self-determination and participation throughout heritage governance processes.

Charter Best Practice Guidelines
The Board of ICOMOS Aotearoa New Zealand approved the first two of a series of Best Practice Guidelines to accompany and illustrate the ICOMOS New Zealand Charter.
The first two guidelines are:
· An Overview
· Conservation plans
They can be downloaded from the ICOMOS ANZ website at https://www.icomos.org.nz/charter-best-practice-guidelines


Heritage Funding in the Public Sector
No doubt you will have seen the recent budget was not particularly kind to heritage.  Manatū Taonga Ministry for Culture and Heritage have prepared a summary:
All agencies funded through Vote Arts, Culture and Heritage have a savings of two percent applied.
A total of $27 million over four years will be saved proportionately across all agencies. 
Savings comes from
· NZ On Air (total of $13.8 million over four years) which includes savings for Radio New Zealand ($5.6 million over four years)
· Te Papa Tongarewa ($3.4 million over four years) 
· Manatū Taonga Ministry for Culture and Heritage ($2 million over four years)  
· Te Matatini ($1.5 million over four years) 
· New Zealand Symphony Orchestra ($1.4 million over four years) 
· Creative New Zealand ($1.3 million over four years) 
· Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga ($1.2 million over four years) 
· Ngā Taonga Sound and Vision ($832,000 over four years) 
· Royal New Zealand Ballet ($568,000 over four years) 
· New Zealand Film Commission ($400,000 over four years)  
· New Zealand Music Commission ($180,000 over four years) 
· Antarctic Heritage Trust ($124,000 over four years) 
· Broadcasting Standards Authority ($80,000 over four years) 


New investigations into heritage and housing rules
Minister Chris Bishop has announced an investigation into whether council planning rules in Wellington and Hamilton are getting in the way of new homes and economic growth
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/release/new-investigations-heritage-and-housing-rules


2026 ICOMOS Conference
To advise we’re not having a specific ICOMOS ANZ conference this year.
Instead, we’re collaborating with the Association of Critical Heritage Studies, as they hold their annual conference in Wellington Te Whanganui A Tara in December.
We strongly encourage members to attend this conference e- it will be fascinating and through t provoking.  ICOMOS is working with the Planning Committee to offer local knowledge and fieldtrips.
The dates of the conference are 29 November-2 December
The conference website is at www.criticalheritagestudies.org/2026-conference 
Early bird registration is now open on the website.


ICOMOS ANZ AGM
As we need to have an AGM to fulfil our rules, and elect a board and so forth, we’ll have a brief on-line AGM on Wednesday 7 October, 7pm (I’ll send a zoom invite closer to the time)


A reminder about ICOMOS 2026 General Assembly
The 22nd ICOMOS General Assembly (GA) and the Scientific Symposium will take place in Kuching, Malaysia, from 17 to 24 October 2026, organized by ICOMOS Malaysia.
www.icomosga2026.org.my/en/home
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